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The Ten Commandments (Part 1)
I. Prologue: Our Covenant-Making God (Deuteronomy 5:1-6)

(Deuteronomy 5:1)  And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them.

(Deuteronomy 5:2)  The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.

(Deuteronomy 5:3)  The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.

(Deuteronomy 5:4)  The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire,

(Deuteronomy 5:5)  (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying,

(Deuteronomy 5:6)  I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.
God is not a deal-Maker, but He is and always will be a covenant-Maker.  His covenants are just and perfect, providing blessing and life to the obedient recipients of His covenants.  The covenant at Horeb was to be the binding pattern of life for the Israelites as He led them from bondage in Egypt to freedom and sovereignty in Canaan, and on into the future they could not yet see.  Obedience to any covenant from God involves trusting that God is able to provide the blessings and protections of the covenant He sets forth, and submitting to the authority of the covenant by following its precepts.  We don’t have the option of treating the covenants of God as mere suggestions if we want to live in relationship to Him.  The Israelites had to recognize the words of Jehovah as commands vital to their life and eternal destiny.  Under the covenant of grace we must do the same.
II. Worship God Only

A. Have No Other Gods (Deuteronomy 5:7)

(Deuteronomy 5:7)  Thou shalt have none other gods before me.

Moses, in this farewell book to his people, reiterated the fundamental underpinnings of the Law to the congregation.  We know these basic pronouncements as the Ten Commandments.  They are simple, yet they cover the gamut of our obligations to God and each other in this life.  They are generally regarded as consisting of two subdivisions, with the first four commandments comprising the first division dealing with our responsibilities toward God.  The second six commands deal with our relationship with other people.  The first command is the ultimate play-maker for us human beings. If we violate this one, the others are moot.  God is Creator and King of His creation.  He does not tolerate substitution or split loyalties.
B. One God, the Father (1 Corinthians 8:4-6)

(1 Corinthians 8:4)  As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.

(1 Corinthians 8:5)  For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)

(1 Corinthians 8:6)  But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

The apostle Paul was writing to a church made up largely of Gentiles that had grown up in a culture surfeited with panoply of deities, gods for every condition or situation in human life.  The believers were bombarded daily with a society eaten up with pagan faith.  He wanted them to be assured that the pantheon of Greek and Roman gods were mere fantasies created by deceived human hearts.  We live in a pluralistic culture that celebrates virtually every deviation from spiritual truth and that dismisses faith in the true God as unwelcome and ignorant.  We can still know that He is the only One, the triune God, and there is no other.
III. Idolatry Forbidden

A. Make No Idols (Deuteronomy 5:8-10)
(Deuteronomy 5:8)  Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:

(Deuteronomy 5:9)  Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,

(Deuteronomy 5:10)  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.

The second commandment concerns worshipping only the true God as well as worshipping Him only in His true nature.  It should be obvious to us that worshipping a tangible object as our god would be an abomination to the Father because by doing so we reject Him as God.  There is also a secondary issue here that is probably more risky for us in these modern times.  The Israelites, along with many others throughout history, were guilty of trying to represent God with a fashioned image for their adoration while Moses was on Mount Sinai.  God punished them severely for this attempt.  There are numerous voices calling us to see God in “new” ways, to expand our understanding of God to include many paths to Him and to see almost every human failing as reasonable “diversity.”  Unfortunately for these “progressive” movements, any effort on our part to tweak the revealed truth about God to better fit our comprehension and comfort is frank idolatry.  Either we worship and serve Him in the whole light of His revelation of Himself, found ONLY in the Bible, or He doesn’t want our worship at all.
B. Run From Idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14-22)

(1 Corinthians 10:14)  Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

(1 Corinthians 10:15)  I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.

(1 Corinthians 10:16)  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

(1 Corinthians 10:17)  For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

(1 Corinthians 10:18)  Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?

(1 Corinthians 10:19)  What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing?

(1 Corinthians 10:20)  But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.

(1 Corinthians 10:21)  Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

(1 Corinthians 10:22)  Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

We are in a sacred and exclusive covenant relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Dabbling in or pledging ourselves to the many manifestations of rebellion to God in this world expresses disloyalty to the King of kings.  Supporting unholy acts or lending our approval to them damages our testimony for Christ and insults His life in us.  We are not granted latitude to live as traitors to the Kingdom of God.
IV. Honor God’s Name

A. Use God’s Name Reverently (Deuteronomy 5:11)

(Deuteronomy 5:11)  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

We are to hold the name of God as sacred and holy.  The Israelites were stoned for cursing and invoking the name of Jehovah in their curses.  God’s names are expressions of His revealed nature.  All attempts by us to invoke Him to validate our credibility or authority or to call down curses on individuals or circumstances are really attempts to make ourselves equal with Him.  This is the same sin that had Satan cast out of heaven.
B. Live, and Speak Truthfully (Matthew 5:33-37)

(Matthew 5:33)  Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:

(Matthew 5:34)  But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:

(Matthew 5:35)  Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.

(Matthew 5:36)  Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.

(Matthew 5:37)  But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

Jesus addressed this issue in His teaching here.  We must as believers recognize our place and speak with humility.  A simple yes or no, backed up by a sincere honest life, is the most we are supposed to say.  We cannot hijack the credibility of God to back up our promises or lend authority to our words.
V. Keep The Sabbath

A. Day of Rest for Israel (Deuteronomy 5:12-15)
(Deuteronomy 5:12)  Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee.

(Deuteronomy 5:13)  Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work:

(Deuteronomy 5:14)  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.

(Deuteronomy 5:15)  And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.

This fourth commandment is a source of controversy and sometimes sharp conflict in the Church.  God set aside the seventh day of the week, the Sabbath, as a day of rest and worship for the Israelites.  This day accomplished several things for God’s people.  First, it was a test of obedience and trust, as no work was to be done that day and the people were to trust God to provide for them as they set their minds and hearts to worship.  Second, it was to be a constant reminder of the bondage they had been delivered from, where they had had no rest.  Third, it was to be a benefit to the people, allowing them to rest from labor and appreciate the blessings of living in relationship to Jehovah.  There are some groups in the Church that condemn the practice of worshipping on Sunday, the first day of the week, because it is not technically the Sabbath.  They are making the same mistake the Pharisees did when they accused the disciples of breaking the Sabbath by plucking grain.  They forgot the spirit of the commandment and focused only on the legalistic observance.  Paul made it clear that as long as the believer sets aside a day for God, any day will do.  Our observance of the Sunday day of worship accomplishes the same things for us the Sabbath did for the Israelites. 
B. Rest for God’s People (Hebrews 4:6-11)

(Hebrews 4:6)  Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:

(Hebrews 4:7)  Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

(Hebrews 4:8)  For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.

(Hebrews 4:9)  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.

(Hebrews 4:10)  For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.

(Hebrews 4:11)  Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.

The Israelites were to observe the day of rest and remember the deliverance from Egypt.  They were also to anticipate the coming rest in the land God had promise them.  Many of them did not make it to that rest because of sin and disobedience.  We have a promised rest also, a rest in the Kingdom of heaven.  Keeping a day of rest and worship here will help us keep our eyes fixed on the rest the Father has prepared for us in eternity.
Corollary to the regular rest day observance, there is the vital principle of obediently and willing setting apart our time, effort, and wealth as gifts of sacrifice to God.  He is our God all day every day, and making time to worship Him frequently and regularly will keep our hearts anchored in Him.  The fundamental cohesive nature of the Church is supported by our willingness to come together often with fellow believers for teaching, preaching, prayer, and worship.  We are one body in Christ, and He expects us to act like we are one body.
