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The Ten Commandments
(Part 2)

I. Honor Your Parents (Deuteronomy 5:16; Matthew 15:3-6)

(Deu 5:16)  Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

(Mat 15:3)  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?

(Mat 15:4)  For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.

(Mat 15:5)  But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;

(Mat 15:6)  And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.

Jesus correctly applied the commandment on honoring parents.  He did not allow nice words to be sufficient for obedience in this matter.  Honoring our parents must include help and support to meet the high demands of God.  If we are too busy to help them in need, we are too busy to honor them.  Jesus called the religious cop-out the legalists had formulated, transgression, because that is exactly what it was.  Even in the extremities of His suffering on the cross, Jesus obeyed this command by providing for the future care for His mother.
II. Honor Life (Deuteronomy 5:17; Matthew 5:21, 22)

(Deu 5:17)  Thou shalt not kill.

(Mat 5:21)  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:

(Mat 5:22)  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

(Mat 5:23)  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;

(Mat 5:24)  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

Jesus took the simple words “Thou shalt not kill” and deepened and broadened their coverage.  Murder is just as much a matter of the heart as it is of the hand with the weapon, and sometimes murder is accomplished when no weapon is wielded.  Forgiveness and reconciliation are not merely nice options for the disciple of Christ.  They are life and breath to our continuing relationship with Jesus.  We have all dealt with the impact of mistreatment and abuse, leading us to thoughts of revenge and hatred.  We must forgive and release the perpetrators from our vengeance.  Using words to trample others, to their face or behind their back, violates the spirit of this commandment.  Jesus requires that we live and think on a higher level and repent when we delve into the accepted mannerisms of our society, trashing people with our mouths because of anger.
III. Honor Marriage (Deuteronomy 5:18; Matthew 5:27-30)

(Deu 5:18)  Neither shalt thou commit adultery.

(Mat 5:27)  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:

(Mat 5:28)  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

(Mat 5:29)  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.

(Mat 5:30)  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.

Faithfulness in marriage goes far beyond avoiding physical sex outside of the marriage covenant.  The intent of the heart and the habit of the eyes and mind are to be consecrated also.  We all know we live in a sinful world surfeited with the pursuit of sensual pleasure.  In spite of the prevailing depravity, we are not to participate in or contribute to the gratification of sinful lust.  This is a standard most men and a large percentage of women find quite difficult to follow, but the difficulty in no way abrogates our responsibility.  If we have to stake out a plot and live at the foot of the cross in this area, it is more than worth the effort.  Jesus used rather extreme illustrations in this passage to drive home the critical necessity of mortifying the flesh and setting immoveable boundaries in our behavior and thoughts.
IV. Do Not Steal (Deuteronomy 5:19; Ephesians 4:28)

(Deu 5:19)  Neither shalt thou steal.

(Eph 4:28)  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

Simple words again, but how much mischief is referenced in those words!  Stealing is the taking of anything of value we do not have the right to take.  Bribes and kickbacks for influence is stealing.  Milking our employers for pay without reasonable work is stealing.  Cheating on taxes is stealing.  Taking financial advantage of others is stealing.
In this case as with the other commandments, just avoiding actually purloining goods is not enough.  We are to pursue a heart of generosity and giving, putting the needs of others above our own.
V. Be A Truthful Witness (Deuteronomy 5:20; Ephesians 4:25)
(Deu 5:20)  Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour.

(Eph 4:25)  Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

Lying for gain or to hurt is sin, no matter where it happens and no matter what our reasons.  White lies are still lies.  Respecting others to the point that we will not willingly mislead to avoid unpleasantness is a good thing, according to Paul.  If we love people, we should love them enough to be truthful in our dealings, for trust is vital to fellowship.  The blessings of building a reputation for truthfulness are great, as are the consequences for displaying a lack of trustworthiness.
VI. Do Not Covet (Deuteronomy 5:21; James 4:1-3)

(Deu 5:21)  Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's.

(Jas 4:1)  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

(Jas 4:2)  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

(Jas 4:3)  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

(Jas 4:4)  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Humans are naturally acquisitive.  We dearly love accumulating stuff.  We only have to look at crowded closets and boxes piled in our homes to see this.  Collecting things is the world’s most popular hobby.  Greed is the lust for things and the willingness to do anything to get what we want.  Jesus said that blessings will be on those that seek the kingdom of God first.  To do that, we have to learn to mortify our greed just as we do other desires of the flesh man.  This commandment prohibited the greed for the property of others.  James, as Jesus did in other passages, shows that the life lived to get stuff is a life of conflict and sin.  The best life of discipleship is one lived with things held only lightly, to be surrendered at the Master’s call without regret.
We are about to celebrate a national holiday of thanksgiving for our blessings.  This is a very good thing, but the very next morning, on “Black Friday,” we turn off the thankfulness and display a national penchant for greed that is shameful and even deadly for some.  People will go into debt they cannot afford to buy that new widescreen TV that is such an unbelievable “bargain,” and may again trample each other to be the first in the door.  What a travesty of our earlier observance of Thanksgiving Day!
VII. Epilogue:
The Life God Blesses (Deuteronomy 5:22-33)
(Deu 5:22)  These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.

(Deu 5:23)  And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;

(Deu 5:24)  And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath shewed us his glory and his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth.

(Deu 5:25)  Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire will consume us: if we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die.

(Deu 5:26)  For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?

(Deu 5:27)  Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say: and speak thou unto us all that the LORD our God shall speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it.

(Deu 5:28)  And the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the LORD said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have well said all that they have spoken.

(Deu 5:29)  O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!

(Deu 5:30)  Go say to them, Get you into your tents again.

(Deu 5:31)  But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land which I give them to possess it.

(Deu 5:32)  Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

(Deu 5:33)  Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.

The Israelites were completely demoralized by the voice of God talking to them.  They were terrified of such close contact with Jehovah.  Moses reminded them in this passage of their words to him, and their promise to obey everything God told Moses to deliver to them.  He wanted them to understand the solemn obligation they had to walk as God had instructed them.  He also wanted to remind them that the heart of Jehovah was set for their benefit, not their destruction.  It would be up to them whether they lived or died, because God had set the clear choice before them, with equally clear promises of blessing for obedience and destruction for defiance.
We still have this same obligation to live obedient to the commands of the Father.  Our advantage is that in Christ can actually live this way, justified by the blood and indwelt by the Spirit.  Therefore, He expects more from us than He did from Israel.  The blessed life will always be the life of obedience to the commands of God.
