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Today’s Choices Influence Eternity
I. Contrasting Choices (Luke 16:19-24)

A. Living for Which World?  (vv. 19-21)

(Luk 16:19 KJV)  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:
(Luk 16:20 KJV)  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
(Luk 16:21 KJV)  And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
Today’s lesson is solemn and full of important meaning for all human beings.  No matter the ideology or philosophy we hold, there exists absolute truths that will determine our destiny for eternity.  Atheists and agnostics won’t be exempt from the sovereign justice of the Creator, regardless of the delusions they embrace.  Jesus recounted this story to His followers to drive home the reality of eternal choices.  Most Bible scholars regard this story as more than a parable, an analogy drawn from everyday life to illustrate spiritual truth.  This appears to be more in the line of a documentary, an account of the actual events in two men’s lives.
The contrast between the rich man and Lazarus is stark.  One was blessed with more than he could possibly consume while ignoring the other who was destitute and hungry, and who could look no higher than the street dogs for compassion and company.

B. Two Deaths Reported (vv. 22, 23)

(Luk 16:22 KJV)  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
(Luk 16:23 KJV)  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
It happened to both of the men in this account as it happens to all people eventually.  Death recognizes no social class, personal accomplishments, or reputation in society.  If we were there then, we would have seen the differences in burial arrangements and estate disposal, and we would have pitied poor Lazarus, probably picked up from the street and unceremoniously dumped in the city garbage heap or an anonymous hole in the ground, and we would have admired the trappings of public grief, the fanfare as the rich man was “laid to rest” in a private tomb among olive trees and flowers.  Jesus told His followers the real story however.  Lazarus received a royal transport by otherworld beings to a paradise of rest, while the rich man’s status immediately degraded into isolation, pain, and hopelessness.
C. Tormented, But Unchanged (v. 24)

(Luk 16:24 KJV)  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
Hell doesn’t change people.  Eternity separated from God is not intended to be rehabilitative.  Men and women that die unrepentant and defiant of truth will curse God in hell, not seek His forgiveness.  The rich man that loved himself above all still exercised that passion in tormenting pain.  People that pronounce their contempt for anything that is associated with God will be granted their wish to eliminate Him from their existence, but they won’t be happy with the results.
II. Eternity Offers No Choices (Luke 16:25-31)

A. No Changing One’s Choices (vv. 25, 26)

(Luk 16:25 KJV)  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
(Luk 16:26 KJV)  And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.
After this physical life, the window of choice is gone forever.  This is the harshest truth in this story.  There will be no time in the future where a soul in hell can consider that he has paid his debt, for the debt is not payable.  Furthermore, those that have gained the grace of God and have believed and accepted His payment for their debt can do nothing to rescue the soul in torment.  The words of Abraham testify to a universal justice, but it is the justice of the Judge of all men.  The amount of sin we accrue has nothing to do with our destiny.  Jesus has offered all of us redemption.  Our acceptance or refusal of His atonement is the sole choice to make or break eternity for us.
B. No Helping the Living (vv. 27, 28)

(Luk 16:27 KJV)  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:
(Luk 16:28 KJV)  For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.
Now the rich man realizes he is without hope, and his thoughts turn to family members that live as he lived.  He is asking for a special messenger, in fact the one he ignored and despised in life, to warn his brothers of the consequences of their selfish lives.  Even the worst of us can entertain love for family and friends.  The mistake the rich man makes here is that he still hopes he can engineer his way for the truth to get to them.  He still refuses to see that he does not and never had a say about how God administers His creation.  The intellectually and / or materially endowed of the present also keep succumbing to the same misperception.  We cannot really know God as long as we think that what we think should influence His will.
C. No Changing God’s Way (vv. 29-31)

(Luk 16:29 KJV)  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.
(Luk 16:30 KJV)  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
(Luk 16:31 KJV)  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.
Abraham breaks the bad news to the rich man, that God already has done what He has planned to do to reveal Himself to men.  He will not make special provisions as a sop to our pride and obstinacy.  Belief is subject to our will.  Willingness to believe is a matter of the heart.  A person with no heart for God will not believe no matter the incentive or the manner in which truth is delivered.
III. Choose Wisely  Now (Luke 18:9-14)

A. Self-Righteousness Condemned (vv. 9, 10)

(Luk 18:9 KJV)  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

(Luk 18:10 KJV)  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
Another story in contrasts.  They had probably seen similar situations in real life.  Pharisees were regarded as the guardians of the Law.  They were passionate for the regulations and observance of required ritual.  The tax collectors were equally regarded as beneath contempt, as traitors to the Jews and corrupt sinners unloved by even God.
B. Two Contrasting Prayers (vv. 11-13)

(Luk 18:11 KJV)  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
(Luk 18:12 KJV)  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
(Luk 18:13 KJV)  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
The Pharisee’s prayer was an exercise in self-congratulation.  He knew he was right and nobody could tell him differently.  He was entirely closed to self-criticism or humility, and he was convinced he was earning the favor of Jehovah.  The tax collector had few words, but they were words of desperate need.  He knew he deserved nothing from God, but he pleaded for mercy.  How different from the Pharisee!
C. Choose Justification by Grace (v. 14)

(Luk 18:14 KJV)  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
Jesus played no games in His teaching.  The Pharisee left as he came, proud and unbending, condemned to hell for His willful blindness to God.  The tax collector left with new life and a new destiny, having received the mercy and grace he sought.  Pride stops the blessings and favor of God, while humility and acknowledgment of our need for cleansing open the floodgates of grace and life.
We do not have to go to a place of eternal night, pain, regret, and separation from all that is good.  God has accomplished everything that will ever be needed for our deliverance.  Are we willing to accept that and seek His grace and will, so that we have a destiny of eternal life with the Father and Son?  The choice is truly ours, but we have only the window of this life to make that choice.

