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Uzziah:  God-Given Success
I. Seek God And do Right (2 Chronicles 26:1-5)

A. Uzziah Becomes King (v. 1)

(2Ch 26:1 KJV)  Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in the room of his father Amaziah.

Uzziah became king because his father fled Jerusalem, threatened by a conspiracy due to his prideful choices that led to Judah’s defeat by Israel.  The story of the kings of Judah and Israel consistently display the severe justice of God as well as His unending mercy.  Amaziah started well but fell into pride and self-will, leading to his downfall.
B. Uzziah Did Right (vv. 2-4)
(2Ch 26:2 KJV)  He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after that the king slept with his fathers.

(2Ch 26:3 KJV)  Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Jecoliah of Jerusalem.

(2Ch 26:4 KJV)  And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah did.

Uzziah was young and willing to listen to God.  His father and mother had taught him the proper path of service to Jehovah.  Amaziah failed to be as devoted to God as he should have been, but he passed on the tenets of his faith and Uzziah’s heart was tender and obedient.  
C. God Made Uzziah to Prosper (v. 5)

(2Ch 26:5 KJV)  And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God: and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him to prosper.

Uzziah had, by the grace of God, been given a prophetic mentor in Zechariah.  The rote example of his parents was not enough for him to keep to the right path.  Uzziah needed the current voice of God in his life.  So do we, no matter our particular place of responsibility.  God is not a faint declaration of rules from the past.  He is now and forever Lord, and personally involved in our lives to the extent we allow Him to be.
II. God Grants Success (2 Chronicles 26:6-15)

A. Victory Over Enemies (vv. 6, 7)

(2Ch 26:6 KJV)  And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines.

(2Ch 26:7 KJV)  And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians that dwelt in Gurbaal, and the Mehunims.

Uzziah, as was true of his forbears, reigned in a barbaric, warlike period of history.  He was a strong military leader, but it was the grace and help of Jehohah that granted him consistent victories over the enemies of Judah.  No one could stand against him as he willingly listened to the voice of God through Zechariah.
B. Success in Building and Enterprises (vv. 8-10)

(2Ch 26:8 KJV)  And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt; for he strengthened himself exceedingly.

(2Ch 26:9 KJV)  Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them.

(2Ch 26:10 KJV)  Also he built towers in the desert, and digged many wells: for he had much cattle, both in the low country, and in the plains: husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel: for he loved husbandry.

Both military and economic prosperity bloomed in Judah during Uzziah’s reign.  He led with discretion, planning for the future of his people.  As the king prospered, so did the nation.  Does God desire us to prosper?  Yes He does.  Will He act to bring us good things in our lives?  Yes He will.  Do those good things come because we deserve them or earn them?  No they do not.  His plans for us are for good, but His plans are His plans.  The good things He gives are those He decides we need.  The instant we attempt to control the blessings, they begin transforming into cursings.
C. Protector of Judah and Jerusalem (vv. 11-15)

(2Ch 26:11 KJV)  Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that went out to war by bands, according to the number of their account by the hand of Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the king's captains.

(2Ch 26:12 KJV)  The whole number of the chief of the fathers of the mighty men of valour were two thousand and six hundred.

(2Ch 26:13 KJV)  And under their hand was an army, three hundred thousand and seven thousand and five hundred, that made war with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy.

(2Ch 26:14 KJV)  And Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the host shields, and spears, and helmets, and habergeons, and bows, and slings to cast stones.

(2Ch 26:15 KJV)  And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal. And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped, till he was strong.

Uzziah was intelligent and forward looking in his military decisions.  He built an army that performed well, and provided them with the best tools of the day to accomplish their mission.  He even approved and directed the building of state-of-the-art technology to protect Jerusalem from attack.  His reputation grew and likely caused the surrounding nations to think twice before attacking Judah.
III. Pride Brings Judgment (2 Chronicles 26:16-23)

A. Presumptuous Sin Rebuked (vv. 16-18)

(2Ch 26:16 KJV)  But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense.

(2Ch 26:17 KJV)  And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of the LORD, that were valiant men:

(2Ch 26:18 KJV)  And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the LORD God.

Uzziah unfortunately allowed the temptations of success to wear him down.  Satan always looks for the chinks in our armor, trying constantly to bring us down just when we think we are strongest.  Pride is the tool he uses most.  When we think proud thoughts of our worth or value, we become worthless to God.  Uzziah had allowed his pride to convince him he could act in the priestly office before God, usurping the proper delegation of authority God had established.
B. Stricken by God (vv. 19, 20)

(2Ch 26:19 KJV)  Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar.

(2Ch 26:20 KJV)  And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the LORD had smitten him.

Azariah’s rebuke only served to anger the proud king.  God’s judgment was immediate.  He touched Uzziah’s life with a curse that separated him from his nation.  God always knows how to handle our pride.
C. Suffering for Sin (vv. 21-23)

(2Ch 26:21 KJV)  And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD: and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the people of the land.

(2Ch 26:22 KJV)  Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, write.

(2Ch 26:23 KJV)  So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of the burial which belonged to the kings; for they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead.

Uzziah was a broken man, without recourse to healing or restoration.  God judged him severely for his presumption.  He could have killed him as He did the rebellious Levites in the wilderness.  His fate was a continual object lesion for Jotham and the nation.  Uzziah tragically became yet another example of the even-handed justice of God.  He is faithful to reward obedience, as He did with Uzziah, but He is also faithful to deal with rebellion, as again He did with Uzziah.
