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We Will Serve the Lord
I. Recount God’s Faithfulness (Joshua 24:1-13)

A. Called to Worship God (v. 1)

(Jos 24:1)  And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.

As Moses did before him, Joshua gathered Israel together to give them his last testimony and counsel.  He had led them since Moses died, a period of 27 to 30 years, and they had won through God’s power and direction the homeland they were enjoying.  God prompted Joshua to bring the nation together at a place of great spiritual significance for Israel.  It was at Shechem that God had made covenant with Abraham.
(Gen 12:6)  And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.

(Gen 12:7)  And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.

It was also at Shechem that Jacob rededicated himself and his family to God.

(Gen 33:18)  And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city.

(Gen 33:19)  And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money.

(Gen 33:20)  And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel.

(Gen 35:2)  Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments:

(Gen 35:3)  And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.

(Gen 35:4)  And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem.

God does not need an established place of meeting, but we do.  This is the way He made us.  We need roots, a place to call home, a place to return to where we feel we belong, to enable us to go out with courage and confidence.  For Israel, Shechem was one such place.
B. God’s Faithfulness Reviewed (vv. 2-12)

(Jos 24:2)  And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.

(Jos 24:3)  And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.

(Jos 24:4)  And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.

(Jos 24:5)  I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought you out.

(Jos 24:6)  And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea.

(Jos 24:7)  And when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season.

(Jos 24:8)  And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before you.

(Jos 24:9)  Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:

(Jos 24:10)  But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.

(Jos 24:11)  And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand.

(Jos 24:12)  And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.

God through Joshua stirred the peoples’ memory by recounting their history in brief, emphasizing His care and provision for them through the centuries of time and the miraculous interventions He had given to bring them to the blessed position they now occupied.  The ragtag invaders, technologically and socially less advanced than the inhabitants of the land, were no match for the nations they faced, and yet they easily defeated those nations under the hand of Jehovah.  God alone was responsible for their success. 
C. God’s Grace Proclaimed (v. 13)

(Jos 24:13)  And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

We are more than conquerors in Christ, meaning, as with Israel under Joshua, we have a Champion that has already done the “heavy lifting” for us.  The victories we enjoy are not of our doing.  Our blessings are not earned by our efforts, but by our humble obedience.
II. Serve No Other Gods (Joshua 24:14-21)

A. Commanded To Serve Only God (vv. 14, 15)

(Jos 24:14)  Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.

(Jos 24:15)  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

Obedience to God’s commands is the key indicator of our true state of belief.  God does not want half-way commitments.  Modern society seems to applaud partial dedication and covenants made with personal reservations and opt-out provisions.  God does not recognize such agreements.  He gave His eternal all for us, and He expects no less than all we are for Him.  Joshua had lived in absolute commitment to the voice of God.  He pleaded with his people to make the same unconditional consecration he had made long ago.
Idolatry had been a major stumbling block throughout the nation’s history.  The impotent gods of Mesopotamia, Canaan, Egypt, and the nations displaced by Israel held great appeal for many in Israel, for being creations of the sinful minds of men they were endowed with those qualities and natures that satisfied the lowest urges of unregenerate human beings.  They did not require self-sacrifice and denial of the flesh, but merely unholy worship permeated with the satisfying of the lusts of the worshippers.
We face the same choices today.  We don’t call our carnal obsessions idols any more, but idols they are nonetheless.

B. Promise To Serve Only God (vv. 16-18)

(Jos 24:16)  And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods;

(Jos 24:17)  For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed:

(Jos 24:18)  And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God.

The leaders, faced with the emphatic truths of their history, responded with firm affirmation of their relationship with God.  Without hesitation they vowed to follow only Jehovah.  Great words, but the question remained of the quality and durability of their promise.
C. The Challenge of Devotion to God (vv. 19-21)

(Jos 24:19)  And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.

(Jos 24:20)  If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.

(Jos 24:21)  And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD.

Joshua dismissed their eager promise by pointing out to them that they were promising to follow a holy God, Who would not brook faithless straying from the straight path.  God would not overlook their disobedience.  God had already given them a path in the Law to His forgiveness, but if they failed to repent, only consequences would remain for them.  He was completely serious in claiming this nation for His own, and He expected equal seriousness from the people in this covenant.
III. Live As God’s People (Joshua 24:22-27; 2 Corinthians 6:16 – 7:1)
A. Consecrate Yourself to God (Joshua 24:22-25)

(Jos 24:22)  And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.

(Jos 24:23)  Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel.

(Jos 24:24)  And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.

(Jos 24:25)  So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

It is a dangerous thing to open our mouths and promise commitment to God. He will exact the fulfillment of our words, or allow them to return to haunt us later.  As with the Israelites on this solemn occasion, He expects us to mean what we say.
B. Remember and Obey God’s Word (vv. 26, 27)

(Jos 24:26)  And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the LORD.

(Jos 24:27)  And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God.

The stone was to be a tangible reminder of the covenant agreement between Israel and Jehovah.  They had heard, therefore they were responsible for what they had heard.  God has expressed Himself to us in His Word, revealing everything we need to know about Him to successfully negotiate the path of obedience and faith in Him.  We are responsible to know and follow His Word, or that same Word will stand in judgment of us at the end.
C. Honor God by Your Living (2 Corinthians 6:16 – 7:1)

(2Co 6:16)  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

(2Co 6:17)  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

(2Co 6:18)  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

(2Co 7:1)  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

The New Testament is the finishing and fulfillment of the Old, not its contradiction or replacement.  God is still the same in the New Covenant as He was in the Old.  He has provided in Christ the price of our redemption, but His view of our habitual sin and deviation from truth is the same view He had of Israel’s straying.  We need to be utterly serious in our commitment to Him.  We can’t fool Him with disingenuous promises or loud praise to hide our personal agendas.  He knows and will hold us accountable.  True faithfulness on our part will bring a harvest of blessing and a deep relationship with Jesus, so that when we exit this life, we will be only going home.
